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4v - 24 Sep S\ ' ... * ' 

Ri;KHMANOT' wa» interrogated by Major BISHCP from P5 ncc cmpnnipd 
by Cnpt DOBBIE from G (INT). luring this interrogation RAKHMANOV was 
very friendly, in go^d Spirits and gave the impression of a satisfied 
man*-- * ' 

He was a cmewhat vague in details of his story and particularly 
in dates; he did not know for instance on which day. of the month he 
was born and .in fact did not give the exact date ' bi^a'-ny’* event in his 
life with the exception of the date of his . de.s e r ti on ' Thi s however 
was not considered out of the ordinary as his life History was plausible 
ani typical of a peasant such as he appeared^ to Jbe . 

There Is, howc-vex 4 , one item in his life history which must be 
taken with reserve* This is his statement that after his escape fran 
KCPYEYSK he managed to avoid arrest for. one year although he lived and 
■’worked in Ms native village, reported himself to the military 
authorities in his district town and even paid the membership fee to the 
KOMSCAiCL. RAKHMANOV was questioned nn- this point and the only 
T explanation he could offer was that ho always managed to leave his house 
before bhe militia entered *it and the Local population helpod him* 

RAKHMANOV gave as the reason for his desertion his dissatisfaction 
with the Soviet "standard of life* ; * 

TAIhen questioned as to whether he had no fear of being returned 
, to the Soviets, his answer was a categorical "NO”. This was so 
surprising that he was asked explain why he believed so firmly that 
ho was not going to be handed back to the Soviets* He stated that*, 
after what had happened to INYAKIN ho had no fear on this point* ■ Ho 
further stated that h© overheard a conversation between his Platoon • 

- h Canmander and the CO of the Bn, and thus learnt that Major KRUCHKO 
was senV -to the : British Zone to induce INYAKIN to return to his unit* 

But INYAKIN, in spite of a telegram KRUCHKO had read out as purporting 
to have case from INYAKIN' s mother refused to return. RAKHMANOV 
stated that the troops were at first told that INYAKIN was kidnapped 
but later when INYAKIN declined to return they were told that INYAKIN 
was a British spy and therefore sheltered by the British. 

, Major KRUCHKO on his return to the Bn allegedly said that INYAKIN was 
blaek from beating, looked as though he was under the influence of 
; drug#: and could not speak* 

{NOTE* RAKHMAN07 stated on the 1 Oct 51 that he was told about the 
telegram by C a pt HARTMAN on 23 Sep 51* Capt HAR TMAU confirmed thi6. 

It i# interesting to note that RAKHMANOV stated on the . 24 Sep 51 that 
the eanyersaticn between his Platoon Canmander and his CO was the 
sour## of this information. Ch the other hand the story about INYAKIN 
if taken without the information about the telegram, might be considers! 

' a# the sort of explanation the Soviets would give the troops ux^iqr^the • 
the #ir#um#taiccs). * 

•fie declined to be used for propaganda purposes giving da 
ex# use fear about the fate of his relatives. ' • - !* 
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•V. At the t’onclusiori of the .interrogati on he was old that* after 
approx a wcot he" would "be transferred fricin M \7EYMOUTH Tt td'a private 
.house where he would be free ani that in this house he would'Xive as 
trir grips t /untiJL’ f S table work. or. oil opportunity .for emigration was . 
found/ / - y V •* . V. YV ‘ 



.He appeared very grateful* a hi at lenguh expressed his thanks f 

.luring, this* .interrogation ho made, a favourable impress i oh ds a 
simple Russian peasant of .average intelligence and poor ' education 



2 5 ..Sep 51 • ' 



* i 



. • RAKHMANOV was interrogated hy : Ifa j nr BTSHCFY . The subject of the 
interrogation was RAKHM/lJtJ/’s experience in the kolkhoz and any other 
information he could supply (see App A. 1 and App *C ' . ...• ' ' 

- luring this 'interrogation he proved a disappointing source of 
inf ormati on. .Altho ugh* he talked at length all his statements were 
rather general and he had ho be asked specifically for all details c 

At the* conclusion of the interrogation his measurements were 
taken arid he was told that he would be issued with civilian clothing 
during the week and ^hat at the end of the week or at the beginning 
of the .f oil owing week he would be moved to a private house y ‘ 1 . . 

He was also asked whether he needed anything or. had. any complaints 
He had no complaints and no wishes and once more thanked his “interrogator 
for kind treatment and interest in his welfare* * o 



26 Sep 51 






It was ascertained from' the ' guards" in n V^yMOUTH n that 
was. alittle* restless . ' He' wanted to. wander around ^the c&riporind/rather 
than remain in his. r oanl- His wishes dbuld hot be fully met" aS there 
wqs cm other mn\in 'the same c<mpcuni and the guards had to:’ prevent any 
mooting between “the twclY’ ■ *•' . ' y ; \ • ** -y Y 

. 27 Sep 5 1 ^ \ 7 V " / ‘ * V, n - 



The guards f ound RAKjIMANOY in ^ a ^s imilhr it?od as on 2 € Hep 61 - In 
.* addition he oslcei for more cigarettes having smoked all thVse he was 
.issued with by the guard onl ^lso those given to him by "interrogator « 
He did \n ot*^ receive [ the cVgarcttoS as the shop was closed and the money 
.yj had; first *t v bp obtained from thb Adjutant*' / • *• • •;. y ' r . 

V- At lunch' time he refused f ood and at dinner’ •time , *accepte # d . caily 
seme .tea* Y. \ . 

8. 26 Sep" 51 V " / "**' y : /-“'Y ‘Y ' y . */:>' v J :; Y'Y • • 

* - * c : ' ’ Y* 7 V ; * ’■ * V : . Y ■ 

Mr* SEVIER from PS visited RAKHMAN07 in order to take his 
photograph, needed for his documontati on* To Mr * SEVIER ,RAKKMAN OV 
stated his wish to be returned to the Soviets* 
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At 1150 hrs Mn, jor BISRQP interviewed RAKKMANOV, protending not 
to knew about his c ~nvors ation with Mr* SEVIER and giving as the 
reason for his visit interest in RAKHMANOV 1 * welfare* . ; 

RAKKMANUV was fo»nd in an extremely annyed state, his face was 
sot and unsmiling. He began the conversation by accusing th$ & \\ ; v 
British authorities of kidnapping him fretn his post and Major BISHOP 
for trying to bribe his loyal Soviet soul with false kindness* He 
demanded to be given immediately his Soviet uniform and his documents 
and to be takeii immediately to BERLIN and returned, to his unit* 

Should Major BISHOP fail to satisfy his wishes forthwith he 
threatened to smash the place up,. to kill the guards and to escape* 

* x £ny persuasion and appeals tc reason he met with a stream of 
abuses. i. . * • 

He stated in particular that: , •, 

(a) he was kidnapped and held against his will 

(b) everything ho said previously was a lie 

. (c) he- would not explain his bchavi our between 21 and 

28 Sep 51 because it was a military secret 

(d) his place was with the S^iot Army and not with 
the capital ists and onemies of the USSR ahd the 
Soviet people 

{e) he hoped for an onportunity to fight the British* 

As RAKHMANOV had worked himself up, almost tea fronsy, and 
ran around the rocm he was shouted down and told to sit on a chair* 

He obeyed and then asked for a cigarette* / 

during the conversation lasting for the next two hours the . - 
foolishness of his request and its inevitable consequences werV 
explained to RAKHMANCW but he stubbornly maintained his attitude* At. 
approx 1500 hrs he refused to say anything more* refused to put in 
writing his request tc be handed back to the Soviets and presented 
the interrogator with the following ultimatum* Should he pot be handed 
over to the Soviets within the next h ur he would smash all the 
furniture, kill the guards and escape* 

In reply to this he was informed that as long as ho behaved 
normally thoro would be nc change in his treatment, otherwise he would 
be placed in an empty room where he would have nothing to iostry 
and any attempt on his part to overcoma the guards would be prcmptly 
dealt with* 

He was further advised to think things over and ehouli he still 
wish to go back on the next iay his wish would be satisfied* ' 

* ~ * 
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- In the 'evening when he was permitted to move' freely 'within the 
compound he attacked the guards and during the strugglo he. sustained 
a slight injury to the left ear. He was then placed in an empty roan* 

9, 29 Sep 51 - ^ * . .. . ' • *. r: 

RAKHI4ANOT was soon in the morning or BISHO P He had . 

quietonod down considerably and v; hen asked for the reason of his * 
behaviour on the previous day he explained that he had made his mind 
up to return to the Soviets and still wishod tc return. Ho still , 
•maintained that he was kidnapped* * 1 

asked why he attacked the guards he stated that he had no 
• intention to harm the guards but he admitted that he was rather: 
difficult and his actions could have been taken by the guards as an 
attack with malic! oug intent. 

He asked for cigarettes and permission to return to his previous 
rocsn* This was granted ati the condition that he behaved normally 
and stayed in his rocm until such time as the British authorities 
handed him back to the Soviets. He then gave his word, of honour to 
wait quiotly and patiently for the decision of the British authorities* 

* * ' ' -j •— » * w 

He still maintained that ho was kidnapped and gave an account of 
the evonts fretn which it" can be clearly soon that the whole story was 
a pure invention (for his story see Appendix , t>0> 

By the end -of the interview ho became quite cheerful again. 

10. 50 Sop 51 . ' • . - 

RAKHMANCHT was soon by Capt HARTMAN and was found in a good mood 
but ho still wished to be returned to the Soviets.' 

11. 1 V, • 

RAKHMANOV was interviewed by Major LINDSAY and Capt HARTMAN.- 
He was told that the purpose of this interview was to obtain in - 
writing Ms request to be returned to the Soviets. Ho wrote a formal 
request to bo returned to the Soviet authorities. 

After this . intoryiew he was seen by Major BISHOP and Capt HARTMAN. 
He uns very friendly again and although ho still maintained that he 
was ki lnapped. and therefrro should be handed back to tho Soviots it 
was obvious that he realised himself that nobody would beliove his 
Story. At' the conclusion of the interview he thanked both-Hajor BISHOP 
' and Capt HART SIAN for all they hai done for him. Beforo parting he 
was told that on tho next day he would bo handed over tc the Soviet 
authorities, that both interrogators wore sorry for him but his life 
was his cwn" and it was up to hin to decide what he wanted to do with 
it. llo then stated almost' apologetically that he felt his place was 
with tho Russian people and net in the 'West. 

. * ’ /II. PERSONAL HISTORY 




